130            AFTER    THESE     MANY     QUESTS
talks about the marvellous defensive possibilities of the rocky island, General Eisenhower was calling a conference in Tunisia at which to announce his irrevocable decision. Pie remarks that it was the "simplest and most unargu-mentative" of any similar conference he attended.
It is astonishing that attempts to reinforce Leros should have been going on at the same time. Surely a more reasonable move would have been evacuation. Reading all this, although one knows that both "Ike" and Mr. Churchill acted from the highest motives, anybody who took part in the Leros affair must inevitably have a sense of betrayal. I assure General Eisenhower that if some of my companions from Leros had been wafted on a magic carpet to his conference, there would have been plenty of argument.
One thing is far from clear in Eisenhower's narrative, namely how, without obtaining the use of Turkish airfields, he could possibly have provided the necessary air cover for Leros. As stated in my despatches and book, lack of air support was the chief cause of our losing Leros so quickly. Cyprus, 250 miles away, was too distant to be used as a lighter base.
In all the circumstances, it is impossible to understand why our naval strength was wasted and 3,000 British troops were sacrificed in this futile attempt to hold an untenable position. The contention at G.H.Q. in Cairo that because of its rocky features and strongly built defences there was a sporting chance of holding Leros ignored all previous lessons of air power.
The naval losses were the worst aspect of the Dodecanese muddle. At least five destroyers were lost and three others severely damaged. Four cruisers were also heavily damaged. The Royal Navy, though responding loyally to duty, was bitter at the needless creation of another "Tobruk" and a new "bomb alley." It seemed that at a time when we were winning everywhere else we had to bend backwards to organise a defeat.
Before filling the blanks and clearing up some mysteries in my published Leros story, it is not irrelevant to explain n few of the difficulties of writing books in wartime. These troubles may account for any inadequacies and errors. My